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Ribbentrop was convinced that neither England nor France would
come to the help of Central or Eastern Europe. He admits the
contrary to-day. Nevertheless, he does not believe it as regards
Danzig."

On the latter point this impression is corroborated by the con-
fidential information recently given by Herr Dietrich, Minister for the
Press, to another of my colleagues, according to which, in the course
of a Council held by the Fiihrer following his speech of April 28,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, supported by Herr Himmler, declared
his conviction that neither Great Britain nor France would stir for
Danzig.

It results, however, from information obtained by Sir Nevile
Henderson, and confirmed to me from other quarters, that Herr Hitler
has decided to proceed slowly in the Polish affair. He is said to think
that time would work for him, that Danzig was a good subject for
discussion, on which he would succeed in dividing opinion in France
and in England, and that Poland would herself one day come and
ask for mercy.
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M. LEON NOEL, French Ambassador in Warsaw,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, May 5,  1939.

THE declaration of M. Beck, which I have just heard, was made
in a firm tone. The Minister recounted in moderate terms the manner
in which Herr Hitler had made the entente between Great Britain and
Poland a pretext for denouncing unilaterally the agreement which he
had himself concluded with Poland in 1934. The Diet greeted the
Minister very warmly, and the end of his statement was cheered for
a long time by all the deputies, standing.

The passage concerning the Anglo-Polish agreement and also that
dealing with the Franco-Polish agreement, were warmly applauded,
but the Diet above all emphasized, by acclamation, the more categori-
cal and the more ironical passages concerning the attitude of Germany,
as well as those which announced the firmness of Polish policy.

The Assembly particularly appreciated those declarations which
stressed the point that Poland had no reason to lament the disappear-
ance of the pact of 1934; that the German Government appeared to
interpret this fact as intended to hinder the collaboration of Poland
with the Western Powers and so isolate it from them, that Poland
would not allow itself to be thrust back from the Baltic; that it was
not Poland's habit (apropos of Slovakia) to make the interests of
others a subject of bargaining; that the Reich represents the proposal
to recognize the Polish frontier as final as a concession on its part;
finally that the Polish Government is always prepared to discuss